
Staff Report 
Submission Date: July 17, 2024 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: Griset APA-24-06, Williamson Act Contract No. 76023, Application to rescind 
property from the existing contract which is currently under non-renewal and 
reissue a single contract consisting solely of their property with the Commercial 
Agricultural Use of intensive farming – hay production. 

Location: The project site is located North of Highway A-12 and West of Harry Cash Road, 
east of the community of Big Springs on APN 019-021-070, Township 43N, Range 
4W, Section 4, MDBM.  

Exhibits: A.  Map of property under existing contract No. 76023 
B. Location Map  
C. Zoning Map 
D. NRCS Soils Data and Map 
E. Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire 
F. Existing Contract and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 
G. Notice of Non-Renewal 

Background and Discussion 

The proposed project is a request to rescind the subject property from the existing Williamson Act Contract 
and reissue a contract consisting solely of property under one ownership with a change in use from livestock 
grazing to intensive farming – hay production. 
The subject property is approximately 569 acres which is currently within a contract that is under non-renewal 
and has two separate property owners.  

The applicant does not propose to increase or decrease the acreage in the Agricultural Preserve. 

Parcel Creation 

• The subject property is a legal parcel as described in Deed, which was filed for record in the Siskiyou 
County Recorder’s Office on December 31, 1953, in Volume 324 at Page 220.  

Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contracts 

• The subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 76023 (Clerk’s No. 278) as recorded on 
February 17, 1976, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 750 at Page 105 with the primary use of 
dryland grazing (Exhibit F). 
The County Recorded a Notice of Non-Renewal on October 14, 2021, as Document No. 2021-0010928 
(Exhibit G) as directed by Board of Supervisors Resolution 21-132. 
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Agricultural Preserves 

• The subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s 
Resolution No. 30 in Book 7, adopted on February 10, 1976. 

Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Property ownership 

Under the County Rules Section VI, Item B, parcels within an agricultural preserve should be under one 
ownership or contiguous.  

The existing Ag Preserves consists of property under several different ownerships and the property is 
not contiguous. The existing Ag Preserve should be amended to remove the subject property and a new 
Ag Preserve be established, consisting solely of the subject property. 

Preserve Size 
According to the Rules for the establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and Williamson Act 
Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To meet this requirement, two 
or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or if they are owned in common.  

The subject property consists of a 569 +/- acre parcel, exceeding the 100-acre minimum size. 

Soils Class 
Per County Rules Section III, Item C, Agricultural land in a preserve must contain at least 40 acres of Class I or II 
equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisting solely of Class VI or VII.  

The land contains almost 400-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils as shown in the table below and in 
the NRCS soils data (Exhibit D).  

 
Soil Type Acres +/- Class Ratio to Class I Equivalent  
210 192 II Irrigated or III Non-Irrigated 1:1 Irrigated or 2:1 Non-Irrigated 175 
211 185.5 II Irrigated or III Non-Irrigated 1:1 Irrigated or 2:1 Non-Irrigated 167.5 
214 77.5 VII 10:1 Non-Irrigated 7.75 
133 62 III Irrigated or IV Non-Irrigated 1:1 Irrigated or 4:1 Non-Irrigated 39.5 
187 28.5 VI 6:1 Non-Irrigated 4.75 
131 14 VI 6:1 Non-Irrigated 2.35 
132 7.5 III Irrigated or IV Non-Irrigated 4:1 Non-Irrigated 2 
179 2 III 1:1 Irrigated or 2:1 Non-Irrigated 1 
Total 569   399.85 

 

 

 

Contract Requirements 
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Zoning 

All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules Section III, Item D.  

All property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural (AG-1) and Non-Prime 
Agricultural, 40-acre minimum (AG-2-B-40), as shown on the zoning map (Exhibit C). 

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules Section III, Item E, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property is 
evaluated by legally established parcels.  

At 569 acres, the parcel exceeds the minimum acreage requirement.  

Agricultural Production Uses 

Per County Rules Section IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural production.   

The property was historically used for cattle grazing, as indicated in the original Williamson Act 
Contract. However, the property was improved with irrigation pivots and developed into hay farming in 
the late 1980s to early 1990s. 

 
The pivots are currently in use to support the 350 acres in irrigated hay farming. Approximately 100 
acres of dry farmland is planted for grain hay in years where it is economical to do so. The dry farmland 
is in the parcel corners where the pivots do not reach.  
 
Section IV requires at least 60% of the land be utilized for commercial agricultural use. The 350 acres of 
irrigated hay production exceeds this requirement.  

 
Compatible Uses 

Per County Rules Section IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural production.   

Approximately 119 acres has no uses occurring and has been described as a wildlife area by the 
property owner.  
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Exhibit A 
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

131 Delaney stony sand, 0 to 15 
percent slopes

13.8 2.4%

132 Delaney sandy loam, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

7.5 1.3%

133 Delaney sandy loam, 2 to 5 
percent slopes

62.0 10.9%

140 Dotta loam, 2 to 9 percent 
slopes

0.1 0.0%

179 Louie loam, 0 to 2 percent 
slopes

2.1 0.4%

187 Mary stony loam, 2 to 50 
percent slopes

28.5 5.0%

190 Medford clay loam, cool, 2 to 5 
percent slopes

0.2 0.0%

210 Redola loam, 0 to 2 percent 
slopes

191.3 33.7%

211 Redola loam, 2 to 9 percent 
slopes

185.2 32.6%

214 Rock outcrop-Louie complex, 0 
to 15 percent slopes

77.2 13.6%

Totals for Area of Interest 567.9 100.0%

Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part APA-24-06

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey
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Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire

form is to be attached to the County's standard application form)
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Address: b u CA q5
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*
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Field crop average
*rE- as
orodu<-*rb n Crops grow

At{:ak^ - '7 To.)s
Production per acre uJh.d+ - zt To^s

Julot-tlata:.s-316n9
Type of irrigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.) Pi o+ rn(-
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Production per acre
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Other $

Other $

Rental fee per acre $

Terms of lease

Type
r^P on

otherlncomef ll9 ac'23 rat\zland, i uniper

Hunting rig hts $ none per yeat

Fishing rights $ nooe-. per year_
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type

type

type

type

Number of acres

Use of land

Share cropped with others: Crop

List expenses paid by landowner

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2023

Percent to owner Acres
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pasture

Lease termination date_
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Gertification

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and conect, and this land is used
production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economyfor the intens

and has publ lue.

D.* ./1a,4 1, 2"0&ltSigned

Planning Staff Comments Below

The above property is within one mile of a city:

Name of City:

W
Please submit the following to the Siskiyou County Planning Division along with all applicable fees:

1. This signed form

2. The completed and signed County standard Application for Development Review

3. The applicable maps which clearly show the boundaries of the contract property and proposed
change(s)

4. A copy of the Grant Deed for each legal parcel

5. The legal description of the land included in the application and proposed change(s)

6. A copy of any and all Deeds of Trust for the land that is included in the application

7. A copy of the property's existing Williamson Act Contract

trYes nNo

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2023 Page 6 of 6

Present Zoning
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